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FileM aker Go for theiPad iPhone & iPod Touch
by Arthur Evans

FileMaker Go

Arthur Evans, from the on site FileM aker training specialists AWE Consultancy,
introduces FileM aker Go, the new App from FileM aker that enables a
FileM aker fileto beused on an iPad, iPhone or iPod touch

I ntroduction

Apple’s iPad, with its 9.7-inch high-resolution een,and the iPhone 4, with its 3.5
inch screen, are ideal devices for mobile databes®d management. The ability to
view and edit records held within a FileMaker dats#on a device that is so much
more portable than a laptop holds great potentiairfobile workers. Doctors wishing
to refer to patient notes while undertaking wandnabs, portable appliance testers,
market researchers, and sales teams are all gamabées of where an iPad or iPhone
would be a far more discreet and practical platfwrmaccessing a FileMaker file, in
comparison with having to break off eye contachvatpatient, interviewee, or
customer, to unpack and switch on a laptop.

FileMaker have addressed the needs of the mohiéddse market with the launch of
FileMaker Go for the iPad, iPhone and iPod toudeMaker Go provides direct
access to FileMaker databases hosted with FileMa&erer or FileMaker Pro.
Database files can also be copied directly onPaelj iPhone and iPod touch to work
with the records anywhere and without the nee@aotely connect to a file.

This article presents FileMaker Go and demonstiab@seasily a FileMaker Pro file
can be optimised for use on Apple mobile devices.

Getting Started

FileMaker Go for the iPhone/iPod touch and FileMake for the iPad are both
downloadable from the iTunes App Store. The iPrmm@od touch will need to be
running OS4.0 and the iPad OS3.2 to install Filedtako.
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While both versions of the app will run on the iPRillieMaker Go for the iPad has
been specifically designed to take advantage ofiivice’s larger 1024 by 768 pixel
screen.

As with other apps, FileMaker Go is installed oae thobile device using iTunes, after
connecting and synchronising the mobile devical@rnatively can be purchased
direct from the App Store using the device.

There are two ways with which FileMaker records barused on the Apple mobile
device, by connecting to a hosted file, or by sipithe file locally on the device. Both
methods are presented below.

Any version of FileMaker Pro that can create .fipgsfcan be used to generate
database files, which can be copied to the Applbilmalevice and opened by
FileMaker Go. However, where a connection to aatenfrileMaker file is required,
FileMaker Go connects to databases hosted by FkeMaerver/Server Advanced 11
and 11 and FileMaker Pro/Pro Advanced 11 and 10.

Working with FileM aker on the M obile Device Part |
Connecting to a Hosted FileM aker Database

To access a hosted FileMaker database, once FilxMad has been installed on the
device, the hosted file must have FileMaker Netw®inlaring configured. The device
will need a Wi-Fi or 3G connection.

On the iPad, once FileMaker Go has been launchedjger should click on tlE

. = .
button, to search for local hosts, or click on- button, to add a favourite host.

The iPad FileMaker Go home screen is shown in Eidur

Fiehaker Go

Aemats Files ard Hosts =)

"' Fornum-test

Figure 1: The FileMaker Go home screen on the iPad

On the iPhone, the user should launch FileMakea@bclick the ‘Open File
Browser’ button in the home screen, to view or dal network hosts.

The iPhone FileMaker Go home screen and File Browssu are shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: The FileMaker Go home screen and FilesBsy on the iPhone

Optimising a Hosted FileM aker Database for Device Users

FileMaker have done an amazing job in making itsgae to run virtually any
FileMaker file on the iPad or iPhone without mochiiion. You can use iOS gestures
such as ‘pinch’ and ‘swipe’ to zoom in and out, aodbll through a FileMaker
layout. That said, there is some benefit in optimgdayouts for colleagues who will
be using a FileMaker file on a smaller screen whthmobile device.

A simple FileMaker script can be written by theatstse designer, so that when an
iPad or iPhone guest connects to a file, the databan automatically detect this and
switch to a layout which has been designed foettact screen dimensions of the
guest user’s device. The Script should run wheriildanés opened so that the user
views a layout which has been optimised for thaakescreen.

The ‘Get (SystemPlatform)’ function can be usecimitan ‘If’ statement in the
Script. This function returns 3 when performed lo@ iPad and 4 on the iPhone.

Alternatively, the ‘Get (ApplicationVersion)’ carebncorporated into an ‘If
statement. As an example this function returns 1@&ol1” on the iPhone rather than
“Pro 11.0v2” for a colleague using the latest vansof FileMaker Pro 11 on a desktop
or laptop.

A FileMaker Script using the Get (SystemPlatforomdtion in a series of ‘If
statements, to identify what type of device is gaised and present an optimised
screen layout for each user, is shown below inrféigu

The database author can now select this scriptrtovhen the file is opened, by using
the menu optioifrile > File Options > When opening this file perform script.
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Script Name: Startup Script

+ If [Get ( SystemPlatform } = 3]
¢+ Go to Layout ["iPad_INPATIENT" (INPATIENT)]
+ Halt Script

+ End If

+ If [Get ( SystemPlatform } = 4]
+ Go to Layout ["iPhone_INPATIENT" (INPATIENT)]
+ Halt Script

+ End If

+ Go to Layout ["Desktop_INPATIENT" (INPATIENT}]

Figure 3: A simple Script which can be run wheratablase is opened to
determine which layout appears for an iPad, iPlarraesktop client

Working with FileMaker on the Mobile Device Part |1
Storing a FileM aker Database locally on the Device

FileMaker files can transferred and used on an t®daBhone/iPad touch. FileMaker
Go can be used to view, edit and search databasmsewithin a file. Files can be
transferred onto the device using File Sharinglames.

FileMaker files can also be copied to the devicsdyding the file as an email
attachment, or via a file sharing site or the weétwever it is not possible to transfer
databases off the device by this method. Filesoodéynbe copied back off the device
using iTunes.

With the first release of FileMaker Go there iseasy method for synchronising
records which have been created or modified omibleile device. However, these
records can be imported into a main file, onceddmbase has been copied off the
mobile device. FileMaker’'s import rules can be usedetermine how the two record
sets can be synchronised or de-duplicated.

To transfer a FileMaker file onto the mobile deyicennect the device to the desktop
computer and launch iTunes. Now click on the Agisand scroll down to the File
Sharing section, shown in Figure 4.

Highlight the app FileMaker Go and the Add butttinselect a new FileMaker file on
the desktop computer. Select the FileMaker filbéadded to the device and click the
Open button (note that the FileMaker file shouldl ln®open or in use).

The selected file will now appear in the FileMakdy documents list.

If the Sync button is now selected, the file wil &dded to the mobile device.

To save a file from the device back to the deskitog process is very similar. When
the file document is selected, the ‘Save to’ buttan be clicked on, and the user will

be asked to select a location where the file caropeed off the device onto the
desktop computer.
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File Sharing
The applications listed below can transfer documents between your iPad and this computer.
Apps FileMaker Go Documents
FlleMaker Ga 7y Photo Catalog.fo? Today 3:33 M ATO ki
: 3 Sample Inventory File.fp7 Today 1:34 P 1548

\1 FlleMaker Go

Capacity o - e s e e e e e e
140268 B Photos | Apps Books [ Other M Free

33ME TG0 ME 104 ME WI2NE ST

Figure 4: The File Sharing section of the iTunep#tab

Practical Applicationsfor FileMaker Go

Two example FileMaker databases that have beemisgtil for the iPad screen size
can be used to demonstrate how the FileMaker &ofate differs from FileMaker
Pro.

Figure 5 shows a solution developed for policeceffs recoding details of road traffic

- . v .
collisions. By clicking on th- button on the loweol bar, a menu is opened
where users can add or duplicate a record, oralalsingle record or a found set.
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iPadTraffic

Road Traffic Collision Report m
TNCW
ReclD Date Time GPS Location :
10/456 112107/2010 | 12:30 |[5] 51485244, -6.27011 (+-10m)
Officer Onsite Location _ Road Road Comment
Patterson 493 | Dromore Road A1 Newry Co Down @ Dry ‘good conditions good visibility
Driver _ Vehicle Reg : :'::'

Mr Andrew Francis | Zz2123 |
=i = | Snow

| Mud

| Photo

Site Report Single Venicle RTC

L/R Discovery impact wilh central reservation northbound A1,
vehicle WO recovery service
Drivar breathalysed at scane - negative

Bl Add New Record

Duplicate Record

Delete Record...

Delete Found Records...

‘Record 1 of 2

B PadPatent | e——— >

Figure 5: A FileMaker database optimised for thadiBcreen with the
+Z
menu selected

TheE button will open a menu that enables the tasehow all records, show
omitted records, omit or sort records, shown iruFegs for the , iPhone / iPod touch
toolbar, which differs slightly from that on theai®. On the iPhone the sliding bar is
not always visible and can be opened by clickinghencircle icon, in between the
next and previous record arrows.

Show All Records

Show Omitted Records

Omit Records...

Sort Records...

Quick Find

Enter Find Mode
o »

ThE button menu

Figure 6:
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Value lists with drop down menus and pop up lisesteandled very similarly with
FileMaker Go.

For an iPad solution, developed for hospital dactorupdate patient records during
ward rounds and shown in Figure 7, a drop downdidisplayed when the diagnosis
field is selected.

TheE button can be clicked on to show or hide iftetb make it easier to work
with the rest of the form layout on the iPad scréldre keypad automatically appears
when a text field is selected.

| 74 Belfast Health and ! Anaphylactoid reaction / Allergy

| HSC Social Care Trust Anxiety Episode "3,,5“

Aortic valve disease I —
Arrhythmia - Atrial Fibrillation

e S Arrhythmia - Other o over Comments

Dundrum ”
Co Bown v Asthma - exacerbation
Postcode: BTES 123

Inpatient Details gt name: &

GP Doctor PrB

Was admitted to Hospital o Biliary Disease

And is now being discharged o

Brain Tumor
Reason for Admission he

Principal diagnosis on discharge: [Rsthma - exacerba Bronchiectasis
Other Current admission
diagnoses;

Bronchitis

Cardiac catheterisation - angioplast

Figure 7: Drop down lists can be displayed or hiddeh FileMaker Go

While there are some limitations using containelds with FileMaker Go (playback
is not supported, and embedded files such as P&t be viewed), the vast
majority of FileMaker Pro layout features are supgd with FileMaker Go including
portals, tab panels and the Web Viewer.

A layout containing related medicine records medifihnrough a portal is shown for a
patient management FileMaker Go example in Figure 8
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Belfast Health and Inpatient Management
Social Care Trust Ward pymchuvn;h SR

e oo —

" Second Name: "1 Health+Care No: |

Address: Downshire Coilage

P GP Doctor Dr Beal 7
iThe Street Date of Birth. {210 ree e BNRPURRR::

T azves

Handover Comments

Dundrum

Hospital No: KCH123 675

Postcode: B
Was admitted to Hospital or

And is now being discharged o "7 Being Transferred to; T

Reason for Admission: {Chest pains
Principal diagnosis on discharge: Asihma -

Other Current admission i Past]
diagnoses: T
Discharge Letter to follow | ¥ N} Awailing test results
Discharge Prescription Suitable for 28 day supply of regular medication? g N Complete for any medicine
T to be administered by
Pharmacist Clinical Check El Community Nursing
Req from
Medicine (use generic names, noting exceptions, Length of course  FAQ patient Hospital  Quantity
PRINT clearly in capitals) Dose Route Fraquency i stop date Reason for Med Pharmacy _dispensed
BECLAMETHASONE 100 MDI i%| #00 POl 0D {hsthma = H 14]
SALBUTAMOL ACCUHALER v {00 i 0D iasthma 3 2
i v ! (s

Figure 8: Layout objects such as portals, tab jsaaedl the web viewer are
supported with FileMaker Go

Conclusions

The extraordinary demand shown most recently fqul&p iPad, the widespread
adoption of the iPhone by individuals and workgr®apd the practical advantages of
being able to retrieve, edit and add records tdedMiaker file when working

remotely, will generate great interest for FileMia®.

Just as FileMaker dominates the database applicatarket on the Apple OS
platform, the release of FileMaker Go for Apple Melwevices is highly likely to
make it the database tool of choice for mobile sigéuarther with it's built in
capability to easily manage external SQL dataset®ads and iPhones, FileMaker
Go may be pivotal in making more IT departmentdaepileMaker in corporate
environments.

Finally for FileMaker developers, FileMaker Go ltasated a new method by which
FileMaker based solutions can be written specifydak the iPad or iPhone and
distributed easily as an email attachment to reaigi, without the need to learn the
I0S SDK 4 development environment or the requirenedistribute a solution via
the Apple App Store.

FileMaker Go for the iPhone and iPad are both abél for download from the
iTunes Store. FileMaker Go for the iPhone costs®4/£15.99 and FileMaker Go for
the iPad, costs £23.99//€31.99.
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